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January 2023 
Grand Knights 

Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brother Knights, 
 
One of the hardest doctrines of the 
Church to understand and defend is 
the doctrine of Purgatory. This is par-
ticularly true when confronted by a 
non-Catholic or a faltering Catholic. 
They will usually challenge the doc-
trine from Scripture. So, where is it in 
the Bible? 
 
To start, because the word 
“Purgatory” is not in the Bible, we 
may be challenged solely on this 
point. But a counter to this is that the 
word “Trinity” is not stated literally in 
the Bible, yet it is a universal belief of 
all Christians (it is implicit in Mat-
thew 28:19). 
 
2 Maccabees 12:43-45 clearly ex-
plains the existence of a Purgatory 
where the dead are purified and where 
prayers can hasten their purification 
before being allowed into heaven. But 
non-Catholics reject this teaching and 
their Bibles will sometimes be ver-
sions that have Maccabees removed. 
So let’s find it elsewhere. 
 
Matthew 5:21-26 speaks of judgment 
based on anger, debt, grudges, and 
sins. Jesus uses metaphor commonly 
in parables, and this is no different 
when he warns that you will be “put 
in prison” and “will never get out till 
you have paid the last penny”. Here is 
the reference to a spiritual prison that 

exists to pay debts, and that when the 
debts are paid the sinner will be re-
leased. This is not some literal refer-
ence to local laws and jails. It is a par-
able describing Purgatory. 
 
In Matthew 18:23-35 Jesus tells the 
Parable of the Unmerciful Servant. 
Because one servant refused to be 
lenient with the debt of another serv-
ant, that servant’s lord punished him 
by jailing him until he paid “all his 
debt”. Jesus says “So also my heaven-
ly Father will do to every one of you, 
if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart”. Notice that Jesus is 
saying that due to such sins the sinner 
will be put in a prison until the debt of 
that sin is paid, but after it is paid, the 
sinner will be released from prison. 
This is not Heaven or Hell, and it is 
not some jail on Earth. It is Purgatory. 
 
1 Cor 3:15 describes purification by 
fire, that a person “will suffer loss, 
though he himself will be saved, but 
only as through fire”. This is not 
Heaven or Hell, since both of those 
places are permanent, Heaven has no 
suffering, and the distance to Hell is a 
“great chasm” that can’t be crossed 
(Luke 16:26). So where does this pu-
rification take place? It takes place in 
Purgatory. 
 
For us Catholics, it is also important 
to know that the early Church Fathers 
defended it throughout the millennia. 
And the Church explains it in the Cat-
echism 1030-1032, referencing the 
Councils of Florence and Trent. After 
death if we are not pure (and who is?) 
we “undergo purification, so as to 
achieve the holiness necessary to en-
ter the joy of heaven”. The Bible tells 
us in Revelation 21:27 that “nothing 
unclean shall enter” heaven. Without 
Purgatory, who would be so clean as 
to pass this test? The Blessed Mother 
would be very lonely! 
 
If you can find it, our council’s Octo-
ber 2018 newsletter has a message 

from Father Legarski that explains the 
Church’s position on this and how we 
can aid the souls in Purgatory. Be 
confident in our faith and in Church 
teaching. It has been passed down for 
2000 years. We are fortunate to inher-
it it. 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
Matt Becker 
Grand Knight 
 

Worthy Grand Knight 
Matthew J Becker 

 
 

 

Council Officers 
GRAND KNIGHT– Matthew J Becker    DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT – Daniel A. Norris  CHAPLAIN—Father Alan Thomas 
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 RECORDER – SK Edgar E. Dunning, III   TRUSTEES - SK David  T. Karl, SK William M Hiergeist, SK Raymong J Gregorchik 
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January 2023 Council  
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Officers Attendance: Fr. Alan 

Thomas – P; Matt Becker – P; Dan 

Norris – A; Jim Hodge – P; Ed Dun-

ning – P; Tim Surkovich - P; Dan 

Weaver – P; Ed Zang – P; John 

Longenecker – P; Dan Moringello – 

A; Kevin Longenecker – P; Dave Karl 

– P;  Bill Hiergeist – P; Ray 

Gregorchik  

 

Minutes: 

• The December 1, 2022, meeting 

minutes were approved with no 

changes, as posted on our web-

site. Ray Gregorchik presented 

the motion to approve minutes 

and Mark Sault presented the sec-

ond; motion passed. 

 

Application for membership: NA 

 

Grand Knights Report pre-

sented by Matt Becker:  

• Thank you for all of the 

help at our chicken BBQ in De-

cember. 

• We will enjoy a shrimp boil after 

tonight’s meeting (trial run for 

our Shrimp Boil in July). 

 

Chaplains Report from Fr. 

Alan Thomas:  

• We will celebrate the 

Feast of the Epiphany at the mass-

es on January 8th.  When we come 

to the liturgy, we must be pre-

pared to give something to our 

Lord.  The Liturgy is an exchange 

of gifts – we should give our-

selves.  The Epiphany was an ex-

change of gifts.  We can give our-

selves to the Lord just as God 

gave his son to us. 

 
 

 

Treasurers Report: Information pre-

sented by Dan Weaver: 

• Beginning Balance as of December 

1, 2022: $3974.57 

• Deposits: $7880 

• Disbursements: $3810.95 

• New Balance as of December 31, 

2022: $8043.62 

 

Bills and Communications: 

 

We received thank you notes from 

the following:  

• Sandra Lear – participated in the 

St. Vincent de Paul Society chicken 

BBQ 

• From the Baker Family, soul of 

Charlie and Robert Baker 

Family Services Inc. 

• Hollidaysburg Veterans Home 

 

Presentation of awards and certifi-

cates - presented by GK Matt Beck-

er:  

• Matthew Gromiller  

• Steve Riley  

• John Urban 

 

Financial Secretary Report - Infor-

mation presented by Tim Surkovich:  

• 2023 dues have been mailed the 

members; please be prompt in your 

payment (57 members currently 

outstanding). 

• Please give to the distressed mem-

bers fund. 

• Annual surveys have been mailed; 

please fill these out and return to 

the council home ASAP. These are 

used for various reasons and most 

recently, aided in securing a grant 

which will be used to help with 

soffit and facia replacement at the 

Council home. 

• Corrected 1-8-23 - Additional do-

nations were received from the Al-

legheny Club ($1000) for the 

Council and Home Assn.; Steve  

(Cont.) 

 

Kovach ($500); John Urban in 

memory of brother knight Joe 

Pyzowski of Gallitzin Council $100 

and $38 anonymous 

 

Membership Director – position 

vacant (update presented by Tim 

Surkovich): 

• 199 members.  The quota for this 

fiscal year is 11 new members; 

we have add 4 members thus far 

and need 7 additional members to 

meet the goal. 

 

Program Director – position va-

cant: 

 

Trustees Report by Ray 

Gregorchik:  

• Trustees meeting shall be held on 

January 23, 2023 at 6:00 pm at 

the Council Home. 

 

Standing Committee Reports: 

 

Fund Raising Committee: Chair-

man position is vacant – please vol-

unteer:  

• The Shrimp Boil has been sched-

uled for July 30, 2023 at Legion 

Park (Great food, band, socializ-

ing) sell tickets and promote the 

event. Proceeds will be used to 

support St. Jude Children’s Re-

search Hospital and repairs to the 

Council Home. 

• The 50/50 drawing (December) 

yielded a payout of $650. 

• The Cash Bash will be coming in 

the spring – tickets are now avail-

able; please help to sell tickets. 

• Reminder – we hold multiple 

chicken BBQ’s throughout the 

year, please volunteer and don’t 

be afraid to step into any position 

and offer your help. 
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(Cont.) 

 

• The American Cancer Society 

was pleased with the Chicken 

BBQ success last year and plan 

to hold another BBQ this year, in 

support for the Relay for Life. 

Tickets are on sale for the March 

18th event. 

• The Ham and Cheese sale tickets 

are due on January 16th, Assem-

bly on January 19th; Delivery on 

January 20th; benefits the home 

association. 

• The Advent Food Drive collec-

tion was postponed, and the food 

will be collected on January 12th 

from 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM at 

the Council Home.  

 

Unfinished Business: NA 

 

New Business:  

• Vote was held to change the for-

mat of the minutes and to pub-

lish the attendance status for 

ALL officers.  

 

Report of the 4th Degree – 

information presented by 

Lee Zimmerman: 

• Next meeting will be held on 

January 26, at 7:00 PM at the 

council home. 

• There are 2 exemplifications 

planned – June 10th at St. Luke’s 

in Erie, PA; Sept 9th at Sacred 

Heart in St. Mary’s, PA. 

• We have a new chalice, ready for 

engraving; donation to follow. 

 

District Deputy Report by: NA 

 

Field Insurance Agent Report – 

presented by Mike McAndrew: 

NA 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Good of the Order: 

• 2 plaques were installed in memo-

rial of Charlie and Robert Baker. 

• Please pray for the following: 

Tom Stutch – health and reloca-

tion. 

• Bill Hiergeist introduced his guest 

at the meeting, 4th degree Knight 

from New Mexico, Rick Barnes. 

Chris Ringkamp – fathers soul. 

John Longenecker – sisters soul. 

Lee Zimmerman – Uncle Fred 

health 

 

Chaplains Summation by Fr. Alan 

Thomas: NA 

 

Announcements:  

• We continue to pray the rosary at 

6:30 PM, prior to each meeting.  

However, we have started a new 

tradition of offering up an inten-

tion for each decade.  If you 

would like to provide the name of 

someone that you would like us to 

pray for, please notify us prior to 

the meeting.  Intentions for the 

January Rosary were as follows: 

the soul of Pope Benedict; Health 

– Jim and Cindy Little; Gary Ellis 

– his wife’s health; Rich Moyer –  

his fathers health; Chris Ring-

kamp – his fathers soul. 

• The 36th Annual Respect Life 

March will be held on January 

15th at 12:00 Noon at St. Matthew 

Catholic Church in Tyrone, Pa 

and a hot lunch will follow the 

march. 

• Reminder – all information for 

the newsletter is due by the 15th 

of the month. 

• Thank you to Dennis Dombrosky 

and his wife, for the great care of 

our Marion Shrine – please stop 

by and see the results.  

 

 

(Cont.) 

 

• Gary Nocek provided an update 

on the St. Mary’s Adoration 

Chapel. The chapel is now open 

for adoration of the Blessed Sac-

rament on Mondays from 7:00 

AM to Midnight. Additional days 

will be added as the adorers are 

scheduled. Please schedule your 

hour with Jesus in the blessed sac-

rament.   Sign up online at 

“adorationpro.org/

maryhollidaysburg”. 

 

 

Upcoming Hospitality Meal 

Volunteers  

 
• Ed Zang and Ray Gregorchik—

1/5/2023 
• Matt Becker—2/2/2023 
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Council Calendar  

 

Council meetings are held on the First 
Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. Next 
Meeting: 2/2/23  
 
*Please check the online calendar on 
the council web site for any schedule 
changes. 
 

2/2/23 

• Home Association Meeting—
5:45pm 

• Praying of the Rosary—
6:30pm 

• Council Meeting—7:00pm 
 
 
2/22/23 

• 40 cans for 40 days food 
drive—12:00am 

 
2/23/23 

• Meeting of the 4th Degree—
7:00pm 

 
2/27/23 

• Fundraising Committee Meet-
ing—6:30pm 

Council Meeting Message for February 
2023 by Michael McAndrew 

February’s most noted observance is Val-
entine’s Day. It is a day where we focus 
on the ones we love,perhaps by gifting a 
girlfriend, fiancé, or wife with flowers 
(roses always seem to be the most popu-
lar) or candy or just a simple card. 

While candy or flowers or greeting cards 
may say you care, these are all just tokens 
of affection. And while it is certainly im-
portant to let the ones you love know that 
you care for them, the candy gets eaten, 
the flowers wilt and the greeting card 
might eventually get thrown in the trash. 

Here is something that will last: 

It can take less than an hour to meet with 
you, either in person or over the comput-
er, and find out what is important to you 
and your family. For instance: How will 
you provide for your family if you aren’t 
here? How will you provide if you are 
sick or hurt and cannot work? What do 
you want to happen if you are unable to 
care for yourself? What does retirement 
look like for you? Answering these ques-
tions and putting a plan in place is a gift 
that will last. 

I know it can be difficult to think about 
these questions. But I also know that an-
swering them and preparing for the future 
can bring a sense of peace and serenity to 
a couple. This is a gift that keeps giving. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Michael your friendly Knights of Colum-
bus Field Agent  
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